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t takes a long time for a young nation to create a
style of literature which is distinctly its own. In the
latter half of the eighteenth century and the early
part of the nineteenth, the United States of America
produced many famous writers. Among them were
Washington Irving, Fenimore Cooper, Nathaniel Haw-
thorne, Emerson, and Longfellow, but these men, though
Americans, wrote as Englishmen wrote. Their writings
were English literature written by Americans, and it
was not until Mark Twain appeared upon the scene
that the United States had an author who was truly
American, and who thought and wrote about things as
the common, ordinary men and women of the New
World saw and understood them.

Mark Twain was not his real name. It was a pen-
name which he took later in life, and the man who was
to set the English-speaking world laughing with his
American humour was actually Samuel Langhorne
Clemens, one of the large family of John and Jane
Clemens. Samuel was born on November 30, 1835, ^
the tiny frontier village of Florida, Monroe County,
Missouri. There was nothing distinguished about the
family. They lived in a log hut, and though John Clemens
might be called a pioneer, he lacked the grit and per-
severance to make a success of the life. By nature he
was an amiable, shiftless man, for ever dreaming of a
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